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SUB J : FINNISH GOVERNMENT HANDILY SURVIVES VOTE 
OF CONFIDENCE. 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. AFTER DAY AND A HALF DEBATE IN 
PARLIAMENT. THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT SURVIVED BY A 
COMFORTABLE MAJORITY OF 102 TO 61 MOTION WHICH IT 
TERMED ONE OF NON-CONFIDENCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY INITIALLY PRESENTED A 
FORMAL INTERPELLATION TO THE GOVERNMENT ON NOVEMBER 27 
QUESTIONING ITS FISCAL AND TAX POLICIES. THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S OFFICIAL REPLY WAS GIVEN BY FINANCE MINISTER, 
JOHANNES VIROLAINEN, ON DECEMBER 5 AND DEBATE WAS 
DEFERRED UNTIL DECEMBER 11-12. BEFORE THE DEBATE 

BEGAN THE GOVERNMENT DECLARED THAT IT CONSIDERED 
THE CONSERVATIVE MOTION A QUESTION OF CONFIDENCE. 

DURING THE COURSE OF THE DEBATE SEVERAL OTHER 
OPPOSITION PARTIES INTRODUCED THEIR OWN MOTIONS OF NON- 
CONFIDENCE. THE ONE INTRODUCED BY THE COMMUNIST 
FRONT FINNISH PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE (SKDL) 
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THE ONE ON WHICH THE GOVERNMENT WOULD STAND OR FALL. 

3. THE GOVERNMENT MAINTAINED A SOLID FRONT 
THROUGHOUT THE DEBATE, SUPPORTING THE COMMUNIST 
RESOLUTION AGAINST ALL CHALLENGERS UNTIL THE FINAL 
VOTE IN WHICH SOME MEMBERS OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RURAL AND UNITY 
PARTIES VOTED WITH THE COMMUNISTS. OTHER OPPOSITION 
MEMBERS ABSTAINED OR ABSENTED THEMSELVES. 

4. THE GOVERNMENT SURVIVED THE DEBATE IN A 
STRENGTHENED POSITION. IT EFFECTIVELY ARGUED THAT 

THE MOTIONS OF NON-CONFIDENCE ONLY RETARDED SOLUTION 
OF THE SITUATION THEY DEPLORED. 

5. THE GENESIS OF THE CONSERVATIVE'S INTERPELLATION 
WAS LARGELY POLITICAL. THE PARTY NEEDED TO REGROUP 
ITS FORCES AFTER THE SERIOUS SPLIT IT SUFFERED DURING 
THE COURSE OF THE DEBATE ON THE ECONOMIC PROTECTION 
LAWS RELATED TO THE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT WITH THE EC. 
WHETHER THIS TACTIC SUCCEEDED, IN VIEW OF THE SPLIT 
VOTING PATTERN ON THE COMMUNIST MOTION OF NON-CONFIDENCE, 
IS OPEN TO QUESTION. 

6. IT IS PRACTICALLY CERTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT THERE 
WILL BE NO SERIOUS DEFECTIONS FROM THE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY TO THE NEWLY-FORMED CONSTITUTIONALIST PARTY. 

ONLY ONE MEMBER OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
IS CURRENTLY CONSIDERED A LIKELY DEFECTOR - MRS. SALME 
KATAJAVUORI. ONE FURTHER RESULT OF THE DEBATE ON THE 
QUESTION OF CONFIDENCE WAS TO INCREASE THE PARLIAMENTARY 
POLITICAL PARTIES TO TEN. FORMER SWEDISH PARTY MEMBER, 
GEORG EHRNROOTH, ANNOUNCED JUST BEFORE THE QUESTION-OF- 
CONFIDENCE DEBATE THAT HE HAD JOINED THE CONSTITUTIONALIST 
PARTY. EHRNROOTH'S MOVE HAD BEEN PREDICTED SINCE 
HE HAD LEFT THE SWEDISH PARTY A FEW DAYS BEFORE, 

BUT THE TIMING OF HIS ACTION ENTITLED HIM TO AN 

EARLY SPEAKING TURN AS A PARLIAMENTARY GROUP LEADER. 

KREHBIEL 
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